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dependent on them. The Absolute certainly is not a whole in the
sense of an aggregate. It is not a mere totality of the manifold.
In a mechanical whole, as in a watch, the parts depend on each
other functionally, but are independent existentially. In order to
function as parts of a watch, they must form that particular
whole. And through mutual interaction and dependence they set
the watch going. But when separated, though they do not perform
those functions, they do not cease to exist. But the whole here, as
in the above case, is completely dependent on the parts, though
of course the parts are partially independent of the whole. The
whole has no existence apart from the parts. It has no distinct
nature or quality of its own. Therefore the Absolute cannot be
understood as a whole of this kind. It can control the parts. The
finite things depend upon it for their very existence.
In an organic whole, the mutual dependence of the parts and
the whole is complete. The parts of an organism when separated
rot and cease to exist. Indeed, they do not enter absolute non-
existence, because there is no such thing as absolute non-existence.
But we easily see the difference between the brass wheel of a
watch when taken out of the mechanism and a part cut off from
an animal. The latter not only ceases to function but also to exist,
And the organic whole begins to show a peculiar sort of indivi-
duality. When some parts are removed from an organic whole, it
tries to a certain extent to replace them, grow them, or create
them out of itself. But in spite of this assertion of its uniqueness,
the organic whole is completely dependent on its parts, just as
much as the parts of it are dependent on the whole. The whole
here possesses an individuality or uniqueness not exhibited by the
previous wholes. It even shows certain signs of priority to the
parts, in that it tries to replace some of them. But this is not yet
very marked. It can be so, only when the whole can exhibit
sufficient freedom from the parts. Organisms show some freedom,
but it is too slight. As examples of organic wholes where even
that much of freedom is not found, may be taken the aesthetic
wholes like painting and sculpture. A painted picture or statue
cannot by itself replace the parts if lost, and loses its aesthetic
quality. Similarly, the parts too when separated from the whole
lose it. However, the Absolute cannot be taken merely either as
an aesthetic whole or as an organism. It is absolutely free from
its parts, which freedom is not characteristic of the organic whole.
Though the world is dependent on the Absolute, the Absolute is
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